The effect of children's dental anxiety on the behaviour of a dentist.
Two groups of children were given the Child Manifest Anxiety Scale to measure their general anxiety and the Venham Picture Scale to assess their dental anxiety. The experimental group consisted of children who had been referred with a specific problem of anxiety. The control group had been referred for dental problems other than anxiety. The two groups of children did not differ with respect to general anxiety but the experimental group showed significantly higher scores on the scale of dental anxiety, indicating that dentally anxious children are not always anxious in other situations. The children were treated by one dentist and, during treatment, the behaviour of the dentist was observed and measured using the Weinstein Dentist Behaviour Scale. It was found that the dentist changed his behaviour when dealing with anxious children and adopted some, but not all, of the anxiety management techniques that have been found in previous studies to reduce stress of dentally anxious children.